
Student Learning 
Outcomes



Goals, Objective, Outcomes

• Goals: Broad, general statements about what you 
intend to accomplish in the course. 

• Objectives: Similar, but usually subordinate to the 
goal.  Often these are ‘progress’ steps toward the 
goal. Usually they are stated as what you are 
going to do.

• Outcomes: What the student will be able to do, 
know, value.



Learning Objective Learning Outcome

Students will understand the 
scientific method.

When provided with the description 
of a problem, students will 
formulate a hypothesis and 
describe how the scientific method 
would frame the subsequent steps 
in accepting or rejecting the 
hypothesis.

Understand the roles, 
responsibilities, and 
relationships of the various 
participants in governance 
process.

Students will identify the 
participants in governance and 
compare and contrast their roles 
and responsibilities in the 
governance process.

The student will be able to 
demonstrate knowledge of the 
requirements for microbial 
growth and control.

Students successfully completing 
this course will be able to describe 
the effects of temperature, 
nutrients, oxygen, pH, and moisture 
on microbial growth.



Writing learning outcomes
• Describe what students will be able to do when they 

complete the learning.
• Use active verbs that describe observable, identifiable, measurable 

actions. 
• Avoid nebulous terms (know, understand).
• Think about how you will assess the learning.

• Consider time frame and conditions (aiding or limiting).
• By the end of this course….
• At the end of this unit….
• When given a prompt…..
• With no additional outside assistance…..



Examples of outcome statements
Upon completing this assignment, students will be able to provide 
accurate diagrams of eukaryotic cells, including intracellular organelles, 
and be able to classify cells from microscopic images.

By the end of this course, students will be able to develop data 
collection instruments for conducting sociological research.

By the end of this course, students will be able to categorize 
macroeconomic policies according to the economic theories from which 
they emerge.

By the end of this course, students will be able to analyze qualitative 
and quantitative data and explain how evidence gathered supports or 
refutes an initial hypothesis.

From: http://www.teaching.utoronto.ca/topics/coursedesign/learning-
outcomes/examples.htm



Vague outcome More precise outcome

By the end of this 
course, students will 
have added to their 
understanding of the 
complete research 
process.

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
 Describe the research process in social interventions
 Evaluate critically the quality of research by others
 Formulate research questions designed to test, refine 

and build theories
 Identify and demonstrate facility in research designs and 

data collection strategies that are most appropriate to a 
particular research project

 Formulate a complete and logical plan for data analysis 
that will adequately answer the research questions and 
probe alternative explanations

 Interpret research findings and draw appropriate 
conclusions

Adapted from 
http://sww.unc.edu/doctoral/curriculum/descriptions.html

By the end of this 
course, students will 
have a deeper 
appreciation of 
literature and literary 
movements in general.

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
 Identify and describe the major literary movements of the 

20th century
 Perform close readings of literary texts
 Evaluate a literary work based on selected and 

articulated standards

From: http://www.teaching.utoronto.ca/topics/coursedesign/learning-outcomes/examples.htm



What level of mastery do you expect 
of students in this course?



Bloom’s level Bloom’s definition Active verbs
Knowledge/ Remembering Remember previously learned 

information.
Define, describe, identify, label, list, 
name, outline, recognize, select, state, 
reproduce

Comprehension/Understanding Demonstrate an understanding of the 
facts.

Comprehend, convert, defend, estimate, 
explain, extend, generalize, infer, 
paraphrase, predict, summarize

Application/Applying Apply knowledge to actual situations. Apply, change, compute, construct, 
demonstrate, discover, manipulate, 
modify, operate, predict, prepare, 
produce, relate, show, solve, use

Analysis/Analyzing Break down objects or ideas into simpler 
parts and find evidence to support 
generalizations.

Analyze, compare, contrast, diagram, 
differentiate, discriminate, illustrate, 
infer, outline, relate, select, separate

Synthesis/Evaluating Compile component ideas into a new 
whole or propose alternative solutions.

Categorize, combine, compile, create, 
explain, generate, organize, plan, 
reconstruct, revise, summarize, write

Evaluation/Creating Make and defend judgments based on 
internal evidence or external criteria.

Appraise, compare, conclude, contrast, 
criticize, defend, describe, evaluate, 
explain, interpret, justify, relate, 
summarize.



How much is enough?
• Up to you and your colleagues

• What is the minimum that you expect all instructors 
teaching the same course to require/ensure?

• What should the student be able to do in the next course?

• What you put ‘on file’ does not need to be all-inclusive of 
what you choose to teach in your course. What you 
provide to your students should be.



Fix this

Learning outcome:
• Through applied and theoretical readings, writing, 

Webinars ,and course discussions we will respond to the 
following questions: 

• 1)How do we define “public” and “policy”? What makes a 
policy public? What is the difference between social policy 
and public policy?

• From Evergreen State grad course in public policy.



Fix this
• Course objective:

• This course is designed to provide a general background 
on the Indigenous cultures of Alaska as they are now and 
as they were prior to the arrival of non-Indigenous 
peoples. The course provides a review of each of the 
large cultural areas with additional thematic topics about 
kinship, trade, oral traditions, art, and archaeology. 

• From a UAF course in Alaska Native Studies



Fix this
This course should:

• Develop your understanding of the major fields of anthropology 
and anthropological approaches and analyses to individual, 
society and culture. 

• Develop your ability to collect, interpret and present data.

• Develop your ability to write. 

• From a UAF course ANTH 100, Individual, Society, and Culture



Fix this
• Course Objectives

• 1. To provide an understanding of science, what it is and 
how it functions through the application of the scientific 
method.

• 2. To provide an understanding of the scientific principles 
underlying today’s global environmental problems and 
their potential solutions.

• From “the Living Environment” at New York University



Fix this
The aims of this course are:
• 1. To read a variety of short fiction, practicing close reading and 

developing skill in interpretation.

• 2. To learn to write about fiction, including finding a thesis, 
structuring an argument, and employing the writing mechanics 
used in formal writing

• 3. To learn to appreciate types of fiction you may not have 
discovered before, including 

• literary fiction.

• From Introduction to Fiction, Univ of Oregon


